
 
 
 

  February 3, 2026 
St. Blaise, Martyr

 
 
 
 
 

Office of Worship 

Diocese of Richmond

Priests, Deacons, Musicians, and Parish Administrators, 
 

Pope Leo XIV has declared 2026 a special Jubilee Year in honor of St. Francis. The Year began on January 10, 2026 
and will conclude on January 10, 2027.  

 
A Plenary Indulgence is to be granted, under the usual conditions1, when the faithful: 

1. “visit in the form of a pilgrimage any Franciscan conventual church, or place of worship in any part of the 
world named after St. Francis or connected to him for any reason,” and, 

2. “there, they will devoutly follow the Jubilee rites or spend at least a suitable period of time in pious meditation 
and will raise prayers to God” 

3. “concluding with the Our Father, the Creed and invocations to the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Francis of Assisi, 
St Clare and all the saints of the Franciscan Family.” 
 

All parishes named in honor of St. Francis serve as pilgrimage sites and may be visited for the purpose of pious 
devotion during the Jubilee Year. The following churches: 

 

- St. Francis of Assisi, Staunton, VA 
- St. Francis of Assisi, Amherst, VA 
- St. Francis of Assisi, Rocky Mount, VA 
- Poor Clares Monastery, Barhamsville 
- St. Clare Retreat Center, Hampton 

 
The full Decree may be read, here. 

 
We encourage you to publicize this news in your community and to educate the faithful concerning the conditions 
for the Indulgence. 

 
Please feel free to reach out to me at (804) 622-5258 if you have any questions. 
May the Lord continue to bless your ministry. 

 
Paz y Bien, 
 

  
 
 

Rev. Mr. Robert C. Young  
Director, Office of Worship 

 
 
 
 
 

1 The usual conditions for a Plenary Indulgence remain in effect for those who complete a Pilgrimage to one of 
these sites: 
 

1. True repentance and freedom from any affection for sin (cf. Enchiridion Indulgentiarum, IV ed.,  
    norm. 20, § 1) 
2. Confession 
3. Reception of Holy Communion [“fitting that Communion be received and the prayer for the intention of 
the Holy Father be said on the same day as the work is performed.” Manual of Indulgences, 20.3.]  
4. Prayers for the intentions of the Supreme Pontiff. 


